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SUBJECT:  GOVERNMENT  OF  NEPAL  SUPPORTIVE  OF  NEW  U.S.  IRAQ 
STRATEGY 

REF:  STATE  1686 

Classified  By:  Charge  d'Affaires  Nicholas  J.  Dean.  Reasons  1.4  (b/d). 

(C)  In  the  absence  of  Foreign  Minister  K.P.  Sharma  Oli, 

Charge  briefed  Acting  Foreign  Secretary  Bhagirath  Basnet 
January  11  on  the  President's  new  Iraq  policy.  Basnet  was 
supportive  of  the  policy,  noting  that  the  Iraqis  needed  to  be 
empowered  so  that  they  "can  do  their  own  job, " and  indicating 
that  he  felt  this  was  the  key  to  lasting  peace  in  Iraq. 
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